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Today’s Presentation 
2 

 Regional Transportation Planning and relationship 

to County’s Comprehensive Plan 

 Regional Context – Growth/Forecasts, Coordination, 

Regional Plan 

 Overview of Transportation Funding 



Regional Transportation Planning 

 Regional Transportation Planning Organizations (RTPO) 

 Prepares/maintains a regional transportation plan (RTP) (RCW 
47.80.023) 

 RTPs are required to be consistent with countywide planning policies and 
with local comprehensive plans (RCW 47.80.023) 

 Guide the development of local comprehensive plans (RCW 
47.80.026) 

 Certify the transportation elements of local comprehensive 
plans and countywide planning polices (RCW 47.80.023) 

 GMA requires the transportation element of local comp plan to 
include a forecast of traffic for at least ten years (RCW 
36.70A.070) 
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Plan Relationships 

 Cities and counties develop comprehensive plans 

 Counties develop countywide planning policies 

 Regional transportation plans are then developed to 

mesh with local plans and countywide planning 

policies 

 The regional transportation plan is a guide for 

achieving consistency among the local transportation 

and comprehensive plans in the region 
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Plan Consistency 

 Regional Projects in local plans need to be the same 

as those in regional plan 

 Link local plans to Washington State Department of 

Transportation (WSDOT) Plans 

 Skagit County plans use similar growth allocations 

 Regional travel demand model used for travel 

forecasts in local plans 
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Overview of Transportation Funding 
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 Regional Transportation Plans are required to have 

a financial plan 

 Metropolitan Component of Current 2035 Plan: 

 $440 Million estimated revenue 

 $429 Non-Capital Investments 

 $54 to $189 Million in Capital needs ($54 Million high 

priority) 

 $43 to $178 Million funding gap 

 Variety of strategies to address the gap 

 



Local Transportation Funding 
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 Transportation Elements have to include finance 

(RCW  36.70A.070) including: 

 Funding capacity compared to needs 

 Multi year financing plan 

 Discussion of how funding shortfall would be addressed 

 

 Similar requirements to Regional Plan 



County Revenues and Expenditures 

2001 to 2012 
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County Breakdown - 2012 
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Regional Plan Update 

 Initial Growth Allocations input to travel demand 

model – March 2015 

 Financial Strategy – August 2015 

 Draft Plan – release January 2016 

 Final Plan - March/April 2016 
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Questions? 
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Contact Information: 

 

Kevin Murphy 

Executive Director 

Skagit Council of Governments 

204 West Montgomery Street 

Mount Vernon, WA 98273 

 

360.416.7871 

 

kevinm@scog.net 

 

 www.scog.net 

 

mailto:kevinm@scog.net
http://www.scog.net/

